Rapid normalization of marked dilatation of the cerebral duro-venous system in a newborn infant mimicking a great vein of Galen varix.
A newborn infant with a marked dilatation of the cerebral duro-venous system is presented. The patient was diagnosed as having a vein of Galen aneurysmal varix by a cranial ultrasound examination immediately following delivery. Computed tomographic angiography on the following day, however, showed a marked dilatation of the cerebral duro-venous system, including the great vein of Galen, superior sagittal sinus, torcular herophili and transverse sinuses. There were no arteriovenous fistulas at the vein of Galen. Dilatation of the duro-venous system and concomitant heart failure subsided rapidly after intravenous administration of indomethacin for the treatment of the patent ductus arteriosus on the fourth day of life. Dilatation of the duro-venous system in a newborn infant should be differentiated from any form of vein of Galen aneurysm.